Animal Pow Wow Lesson Plan

Teaching Animal Pow Wow can be one of the most rewarding opportunities as an educator.
There are many aspects to this song and theater that simply move children (and grown ups)
on a deep level. And...it is fun!

The accompanying writings entitled “Animal Pow Wow Power” and “Animal Pow Wow
Primer” are given as food for thought.

Here are suggestions on how to open up this song:

Play the song in your classroom as often as possible so your students really get to
know it. Many will naturally begin to sing along with it. You may too!

Explore the idea of “Pow Wows”, tribal gatherings, community celebrations,
ceremonies, feast days and dances. Find examples from around the world. What
gatherings have you participated in?

The song Animal Pow Wow is meant to include animals from every type of habitat:
“Creatures of night and day, creatures of land, water and air...”

So this song can be incorporated into a whole research of zoology, animal habitats
and eco-systems.

The more ‘hands on’ the better. Do field trips to the wild places! Invite people
whose profession is to care for wildlife and their natural habitat to come to your
school. Go to the wildlife refuge or nursery in your area.

Encourage each child to choose an animal to research. Help make it ‘their own’ by
making a mask, head-dress or whole costume of that particular animal.

Pictures, photos, videos and dioramas are great too. These are the props you can use
for performing the song to an audience or making your own music video!

Watch the video montage we’ve provided for ideas.
The central message in the song is the call: “Hear o humanity. Hear now our call. Care for
our Mother Earth as our Mother cares for all!” It is the animals that are making this call.
This is the part of the song that really lights up the children. It is that they are not singing as
humans but as animal ambassadors that switches them on! This is the gold!

Enjoy the adventure!
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